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POLICE AND COMMUNITY YOUTH CENTRES 
Grievance 

MR T.J. HEALY (Southern River) [9.53 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Police, to continue supporting 
the great work that the Gosnells Police and Community Youth Centre does in my community. I know the minister 
is a very strong and longstanding supporter of the impressive work of Western Australia’s police and community 
youth centres. Like her, I have seen firsthand the difference that PCYCs make in the lives of young people, their 
families and our communities. For nearly 80 years, PCYCs in Western Australia have been assisting young people. 
Formed in Western Australia in 1941, the then Police Club aimed to provide guidance and structure to young 
people to prevent and reduce crime in the community while their parents were away, fighting in World War II, or 
working in factories or offices. 

Since those early days, families have changed, work has changed and education has changed. The internet and 
social media have had a huge impact. WA PCYCs have evolved to meet the changing, demanding and often 
complex needs of Western Australian young people. Located in many metro and regional communities, PCYCs 
have engaged with young Western Australians and have quite literally turned lives around. PCYCs work. As 
a teacher, local councillor and local MP, I have worked very closely with them in my area. They deliver effective 
outcomes, yet I understand that their future is bleak and that their financial position is unsustainable. 

Our local Gosnells PCYC opened in 1975; if members know where the current McDonald’s is in Maddington, that 
is where the hall originally was. In 1981 it moved over to Lower Park Road, near one of the ovals in Maddington, 
and in 2014 it moved to its current home in Kenwick. Supporting young people in my electorate and the 
surrounding communities, the Gosnells PCYC delivers many programs focused on engaging youth, with great 
outcomes for them and for crime prevention. The centre is attended around 3 500 times per month by local young 
people and their families, who participate in a range of activities including the safeSPACE program and the 
intervention program Full Throttle, which is a bike rebuilding program. I want to commend Alan Elliot for his 
work in that program. They rebuild bikes that have been abandoned in the community or claimed as stolen. When 
they rebuild those bikes, with the help of young people, they give them back out to the community for free to 
people who have lost their bikes or had them stolen. There is also the brilliant Off the Rails program, delivered on 
Friday nights in the Armadale and Gosnells districts. There are some fantastic services across our region. The 
centre also offers sports such as boxing, gymnastics, judo and archery. I attended a wonderful tour of the 
gymnastics team’s facility last year. 

I would like to mention some great PCYC leaders in my community: Julie Cugley, Elaine Collens and the 
incredible Frances Higgins, who was our Gosnells citizen of the year last year for teaching gymnastics for more than 
25 years at our Gosnells PCYC. Again, it is a great location and a great service. I also want to thank Bob Meredith 
at Fremantle PCYC, who is an incredible person and has been a stalwart of that facility for decades. He has 
provided a great service to his community and has taught me the importance of PCYCs. 

I know the PCYCs play an important role in our communities, even beyond my electorate. I was talking recently 
with the member for Pilbara about the important work that the PCYC does in Roebourne, Geraldton, Broome, 
Bunbury, Midland and Rockingham. The PCYC provides an incredible service in delivering its aim of a brighter 
future for young people through direction, development and opportunity. Certainly, I spent most of my school 
holidays as a child at Kensington PCYC, because it was on my mum’s way to work when she worked in the city. 
I would also like to commend two new senior sergeants—Senior Sergeant Craig Stephen at Gosnells Police Station 
and Senior Sergeant Quentin Flatman at Canning Vale Police Station—and the work they continue to do in our 
local area. 

Having experienced the tremendous work that Western Australian PCYCs do in our community, I was taken 
aback and quite frankly angry to learn that the former Liberal–National government had put the great PCYC 
organisation in jeopardy. I understand that the plan overseen by the previous police minister, Liza Harvey, 
removed police officers and administrative support staff from PCYCs. To keep their centres open, WA PCYCs 
had to find money to pay salaries previously covered by Western Australia Police Force, which has resulted in 
significant operating losses for the organisation and has put its future in peril. I remember in 2014 former police 
minister Liza Harvey coming out to cut the ribbon at our new Gosnells PCYC; in fact, she was also cutting 
services and support. 

I am keen to see this great organisation continue to support future generations of Western Australians, to help 
members of my community realise their potential, and to help prevent crime in our communities. Thank you 
very much. 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland — Minister for Police) [9.58 am]: I thank the member for Southern River for 
his excellent grievance and for his continued strong support for PCYCs in this state. PCYCs have been around for 
nearly 80 years. They originated post–Second World War and they have been a key crime prevention tool and 
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a way of involving youth in positive activities in the community for more than 80 years. Tens of thousands of 
young people in this state have benefited from their involvement with police and community youth centres. I have 
heard firsthand of lives that have been turned around because of a young person’s involvement with a PCYC. The 
member for Southern River has outlined some of the brilliant programs that are in place at his local PCYC in 
Gosnells. Some of those programs are simply sensational. I can tell the member that similar programs operate 
throughout our great state, from Broome and the Pilbara, as the member mentioned, down to Albany and Collie, 
and throughout the metropolitan area. Indeed, some of the newer suburbs have not benefited as much from PCYCs, 
because it has been a very long time since one was opened in a new area. 
People may remember that under the former government, the Brown review examined PCYCs going forward. 
I was very sceptical of that. I accused the government at the time of taking the “P” out of PCYC—of taking the 
police out of police and community youth centres. Traditionally, most PCYC managers were police officers, many 
of them at senior sergeant, senior constable or constable level, and they were part of the heart and soul of those 
communities. This was the case when we were last in government and for decades before that. In Albany, the 
police officer in charge of the PCYC had been there for a very long time and was very much respected and part of 
that local community. The wages of all those FTE police officers were paid recurrently out of the state’s police 
budget. The former Liberal coalition government, under the leadership, if one can call it that, of Liza Harvey, 
removed those FTEs. A new model evolved in which the managers of the centres would no longer be police 
officers. There was talk at the time of continued police involvement and support, but that became more and more 
limited. The former government gave cash to the PCYCs—it effectively gave them some money for capital 
works—but it did not give them sustainable support into the future. This has left PCYCs in a very precarious 
position. Their year-to-year budgets are a struggle. The PCYCs not only have spent the money that the former 
government provided in exchange for removing all of those full-time jobs, but also have had to sell property and 
assets in order to meet their year-to-year budgets. Quite plainly, it is unsustainable. 
The new leadership of the PCYCs have come to the government. I know that they have been to see some of my 
ministerial colleagues and a number of members of Parliament, both on the government and the opposition side. 
They are genuinely and rightfully concerned about their future. I would rather be in the position of not having to say, 
“I told you so”, but this was obviously always going to happen. The former government took away the FTE positions 
from the PCYCs and left them to fund those positions on a recurrent basis. They were always likely to struggle. 
I have no intention of letting police and community youth centres fall over. The Commissioner of Police is a very 
strong supporter of PCYCs. He has had a very close relationship with PCYCs throughout his policing career and 
knows firsthand the benefits they have provided to the young people of this state. Too often in the news we see 
young people doing the wrong thing. We have recently seen images of marauding groups of youths in Cockburn. 
Cockburn is not unique; there are issues like that with young people right across the metropolitan area and in some 
country centres too. We need to involve youth in a positive way in worthwhile activities.  
Many a life has been turned around because of a young person’s involvement with a PCYC. PCYCs are now much 
more than they were when the program was established in the 1940s. It is no longer just about sport and it is not 
just for boys. PCYCs started off as more of a boys club, teaching boxing and more athletic pursuits. As the member 
for Southern River outlined, they now do a range of other really worthwhile activities. I know that some of the 
programs the member alluded to are on offer at other police and community youth centres in Rockingham, 
Kensington, Fremantle and other sites. It is a shame that the former government left the PCYCs in this precarious 
position. It is yet another example of how our government is going to have to step in and pick up the pieces, as it 
tries to help the PCYCs restructure and reorganise so that they can be sustainable into the future. 
I looked up a record in Hansard. Back in 2008, when we were last in office, 20 FTE police officers worked out of 
PCYCs. By 2012, that number was down to 14, and then the former government effectively removed them all. 
More and more, the Commissioner of Police is encouraging police officers to spend time at PCYCs, because 
without police there, they are just another recreation club. They need the police support. Although we do not intend 
to, and will not, put police back in there as managers, we will make sure that police are involved in all their activities. 
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